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be Deſire of the Gentlemen engaged 
all i» the Reformation of Manners, 

i, plain Sermon was preach'd ;, and 

o, at their Requeſt, is ſent Abroad 
umder jour Patrongſgee. 

I ſhould ſeem a good Omen, that God is plea- * 
ſed to raiſe up Vertuous and Publick Spirited Ma- 
giſtrates in this Vicious Age, who are not Ter- 
rors to good Works, but to the Evil; who will 
not bear the Sword in vain, but as Miniſters © 

of God, will be Reyengers, to execute Wrath 
upon him that doth Evil. 

MAT the Number of ſuch every where abognd ! © 
That al reforming Attempts thro? the Land, and 
particularly in theſe Great Cities, may be counte- 
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ore” 
. 


The DrpicAriok. 


= ——ũ—— — 


une and ſupported: Then we may the Wiek 
ednefs of the Wicked will 2 an End, 
and the Juſt will be eſtabliſh'd. 
SINCE Providence hath inveſted you, Wor: 

thy Sir, with the Authority q # Magiſtrate, it 
not doubted bat you will ſhow your Inclination, k 5 

Jou will, ſes therg is great Neceſſity) to employ 
Powered Influence for the Glory of God, the K. 
couragement of Religion and Vertue, and the Diſ- 
7% of Vice and Propheneneſs. In a 4 

ate your Aftions where 
4 your Name is Ky ts pe all 22 .. 
Les Religion, and our preſent Liber ties. 
Adios ever anſmer ſuch a Cha- 
you find 73 others, to concur 


eat Ci moon HI ry 
CE 


rae 7 And ma 
with you in the Magi 

1 Reign 7 ron Beit f 
the Righteous may flouriſh, * ther may 
= mu Peace. Nei 

oper the Bleſſings of both Worlds 
to qour Self and Family. May your Life be oy 
_ out, for Great and Valuable Purpoſes ; ani 
your Vertues and Graces ever live in your: —.— 
Deſcendanta. os wh are ER Io (ans 
Ow 25 1 N * * 61 
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1 Fel. IV. Ver. 14, 15, 16. 


If 2 be Reproach d for the Name of Chriſt, 
- bappy are ye ; for the Spirit of Glory, and 
f God, reſteth upcn you : On their Part 
be is Fo A cf, but on pour Part he 
- ts Glorify'd. . But let none of you ſuffer 
45.4 Murderer, cr as a Thief, ar as an 
Evil. Doer, or as a Buſy-Body in other 
Men's Matters. Jet if any Man ſuffer 

as a Chriſtian, let him not be aſbam d, 


1 but let him Glorify God on this Behalf. 


Fara H E Nl, the unfitteſt among 
many was invited into thisser- 
vice, wherein divers of my re- 
verend Fathers and Brethren, 
| have gone before me; 1 con- 
ſider'd how I might beſt diſ- 
charge my own Duty, and anſwer your pious 
Deſign. I was led to think, I could not do 
better on this Occaſion, than offer ſomewhat 
to ſupport you under the many vile and un- 
juſt Reproaches, you have ſuffer'd from 
thoſe Sinners ypu have with great 3 
22479 8 B neſs 


— Mt 


* 
$8.8 — — — 0 


- * x FM - LS ” 
* 


| neſs and Compaſſion, endeavour'd to re- 
| ; . form. x By ee 65 10 
; .  _ Anv Iwas/the rather inglin'd to inſigt 
y on that Argument, becauſe, I don't know, 
- whether ever it hath been profeſſedly hand- 
led in mere than one of thoſe annual Diſ 
courſes that have been preach'd to you. + 
j And becauſe David the Man after God's own 
1 Heart, who had been train'd up by various 
= Sufterings, ſeems to be ſenſibly affected with 
| that Kind of Suffermg, when he ſays, Re- 
proach hath broken my Heart, and I am full of 
eau f.. ens | 
b Tux Chriſtians to whom. St. Peter wrote 
| his Epiſtle, were in, or near a ſuffering State, 
2 and he accordingly endeavours to Arm them 
againſt it. Beloved, think it not ſtrange concern- 
| ing the” fiery Tryal, which is to'try you, as tho 
ſiome ſtrange Thing happen d unto yon; but rejoyce, 
5 in as much as ye are Partakers of Chrift*s Suffers 
$ ings; that when his Glory ſball. be reveal d, ye 
may be glad alſo with exceeding Joy. + | 
In the Words of the Text, our Apoftle 
deſcends to a lower kind of Suffering, which 
was not peculiar to that firſt Age, when 
Chriſtianity was the Sett every where ſpoken 
againFt, | F | | 
HER E we have 1ſt a Caſe ſuppos'd, and 
2 it is not an uncommon one, f ye be Re- 
f proach d for the Name of Chriſt. 2. The Hap- | 
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+ Vide, The Reverend Mr. Wright's Reſermation 
Sermon, preach'd June 27, 1915, Paxticularly, his very 
ſudlicious Remarks on Dr. Sacheyercll's Sermon at Darby, 
Þage 18, 19, 20, 21. | 2 
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The Reaſon aſſign'd why they are Happy. 
For the Spirit of Glory, and of God reſteth upon 

„on their Part he is Evil ſpoken ; but on 
your Part he is Glorify'd. 4. A ſeaſonable and 
neceſſary Caution ſubjoyn'd. But let none of 
you ſuffer as a Murderer, or as a Thief, or as an 


Evil- Doer, or as 4 Buſy- Body in other Men's 


Matters. 5. Direction given them how they 
mould behave whilſt they ſuffer as Chriſtians, 
Ter if any Man ſuffer as a Chriſtian, let him not 
be aſham d, but let him Glorify God on this behalf. 

I. I begin with the Caſe ſuppos'd, If ye be 
Reproach'd for the Name of Chriſt. This is 
the Perſecution of the Tongue, when the 
Hands of wicked Men are ty'd up, that they 
cannot otherwiſe hurt and injure the Dif- 
ciples of Chriſt ; they ſay, With our Tongues 
will we prevail, our Lips are our own, whois 
Lord over us. + 

Tus original Word “ is the ſame in ano- 
ther Place, where it is tranſlated Reviling, 
Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall Revile you, and Per- 
ſecute you, and ſay all Manner of Evil again#t you, 
falſly for my Sake. $ 

The primitive Chriftians were very much 
Reproach'd as well as in other Reſpetts per- 
ſecuted by their Enemies ; they were charg- 
ed with Murder, Inceſt, Sacrilege; yea, 
reckon'd Overturners of the State, as the 


. Inſcription upon Diocleſian's Coin teſtifies, 


Nomine Obriſtianorum deleto, qui Rempublican 
everterunt, i. e. The Name of the Chriſtians 
7 Plaf, Xi. 4. #3yadVteodn 
5 a 


5 Mat. v. 11 
B 2 being 
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being deſtroy'd, who overthrew the com- 
mon Wealth. + 
Tun Apoſtles were look'd upon a5 the 
Troublers of the Cuies witherſoever they came, 


* and Turners of the World upſide down. T 
And Tertullus the Orator accu St. Paul in 
this Manner, We have found this Man a peſti- 
lent Fellow, and a mover of Sedjtion amongſt all 
the Jews throughout the World, and a Ring- Lea- 
der of the Sect of the Nazarenes, who alſo hath 


gone About to prephane the Te x 


AN o according to St. us own Account 
of the Matter, it ſeems they were Revil'd, 
Perſecuted, Defam d, made as the Filth of the 
World, and the Off-Scouring of all Things. + 

A N Þ in modern Times, how haye Pro- 
teſtants been Reproach'd by their Enemies 
the Papiſts ? and in all Ages good Men have 
been Reproach'd by the Wicked ; the En- 
mity between the Seed of the Woman, and 


the Seed of the Serpent, hath indeed diſ- 


cover'd it {elf more in one Age than another, 
but in every Age it hath diſcover d it ſelf by 
Reproaches and Revilings. 

A p this among Chriſtians hath been for 
the Name, i. e. for the Sake of Chriſt ; becauſe 
ſome make a Profeſſion of Faith in him, and 
Act more agreeable to it than others; for this 
Reaſon they have been expos'd to various 


| Reproaches. 


For what elſe have the SOCIETI ES 
for Reformation of Manners been Repeater 


bg Vide. Sculterum apud 5e » N * Tr. wy 


* AQ. xvi. 20, 5 22 xvii. 3 
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ed, but for the Name of Chrift ? Becauſe 
they endeavour to reſtrain Men from thoſe 
Vices which diſturb the civil Peace, as well 
as are a great Reflection on that Worthy Name 

whereby we are call d. 

HA not you been rundown as Buſy- 
Bodies, medling with other Men's Affairs, 
and as vile Informers ? tho' Time hath been 
when Informing againſt the Quiet in the 
Land hath not been eſteem'd by themſelves 
ſo ſcandalous a Practice. To get Poſſeſ- 
© fion of Mens Goods, or to extort large 
© Fines from them, as ſome Informers were 
& wont to do, meerly for differences in Re- 
- © ligion, is a Scandal to me (ſays my Au- 
© thor) on all Hands, but to break up Houſes 
* of Lewdneſs, and to bring common Swear- 

« ers, and Curſers, and Prophaners of the 
Lord's Day, to ſuch Puniſhment as the 
<« Law appoints, in Order to their Reforma- 
< tion, and Amendment; this ſurely inſtead 
* of bringing Reproach muſt deſerve Vene- 

ration. 


60 


"Na Ys have not you been charg?d with 
being as Wicked as any others in Secret, and 
chat you have gr our Account in bring- 

© Offenders to ice, according to the 
s of the Land; mM againſt Vice and 
Rihanenefs, by extortin 8 Money from the 
Delinquents ? 

I might, in anſwer to this Appeal to your 
Yearl Windicstion of your ſelves, but J 
chooſe to do it at prelent ia the Words of a. 
very goo Advocate for you, © Let * 


. 
Loa Paper, Vol. 3. No, xii; Pag. 5 
Man 
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[ 10 J 
ce Man conſider the Rules by which the S O- 
«CHE TIES propoſe to themſelves to 
c Act, and I apprehend no Prejudice will lie 
*< againſt them, among the wiſe and ſober 
« Part of the World; it will rather be the 
* Concern of every good Man to encourage 
«and aſſiſt them: They are under peculiar 
Obligations from their own Rules to Act 
with True Humility of Heart; a diſintereſted 
* Mind ; habitual Prayer ; unfeign'd Charity to 
"© aft Men; and reſignation to the divine Provi- 
ie dence in all Events which may befal them. And 
das they Act upon the nobleſt Principles, 
« fo is their Spirit and Conduct the moſt 
© Generous. © 

„Tux Deſign which they are purſuing, 
* hath been render'd very coſtly by Suits, 
© and 1ncidental Charges, as well as by a 
* neceſſary ſtated Expence ; and yet upon 
«© the Conviction of Offenders , that alf 
c which the Law allows to the Informer, 
* they conftantly remit to the Poor of the 
*© Pariſh, to prevent any umbrage of ſelfiſh 
«and mercenary Views. Þ 3 
Bu r, my Brethren, be not uneaſy under 
theſe unjuſt and undeſerv'd Reproaches, 
herein you take Part with the Prophets, 
Apoſtles, and Diſciples, of our bleſſed 
Lord in former Times; and in this Uſage 
from wicked Men you are conformd to 
Chriſt, your Head and Leader, And ſhall we 
not go forth to him without the Camp, bearing his 
Reproach f ; | $3 1 * 


. l * 
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U. Ov Apoſtle tells us, they are hap 
who are Reproach'd for the Name, 5. e, for 
the Sake of Chriſt. The World about them 
think them moſt unhappy on that Account; 
and Chriſtians themſelves are too often apt to 
fink under Reproaches, and to reckon then. 
ſelves unbappy; and it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that Keproaches fit very uneafy on 
an innocent and generous Mind, conſcious to 
it ſelf of giving no juſt Occaſion for them. 
But if the Spirit of God by St. Peter declares 
ſuch happy, they are ſo, whatever the World 
thinks of them; nay, whatever they may 
think of themſelves, under the Power of a 
Temptation, for he not only declares the 
Thing as it is, but effects it, and makes them 
happy; for, He whom thou Bleſſeſt is Bleſſed, 
and he mbom thou Curſeſt is Curſed. 

Si me leave, as we paſs on, to make 
this one Remark ; what a wide Difference 
is there between the Opinion. of the World 
conceruing Happineſs, and happy Perſons, 
and the Opinion of the Lord Jefus Chriſt, 
and the Holy Spirit ? The World thinks 
thoſe Unhappy and Miſerable, that are Re- 
proach'd for the Name of Chriſt ; whereas 
God in his Word aſſures us, they are Happy, 
they are Happy at preſent, much Happier 
than they that Reproach them, they are in 
the Way to Happineſs, and in due. Time 
they | ſhall be compleatly - and perfectly 


III. Tux Apoſtle aſſigns this Reaſon why 
ſuch-are Happy, For the Spirit of Glory, and 
of God, reſts upon them, ou their Part he is Evil 
ſpoken of, but on your Part he is Glariſy d. 
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fo the Things 
My of God. | And maey” ye are Sons, God 
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The Spirit of Glory, or as ſome + Copies 

«© Read, - 5 Ie En g Jv aus is doubtleſs the 
* Holy Spirit, who attended the Preaching 
ce the glorious Goſpel, and made it to be the 
« Miniftration of e Spitit, „En in Glory, 
ce and king of which Spirit, we 
« Chriſtians are ſaid to be transform'd from 


< © Glory to Glory, as by the Spirit of God, 
<< and who is alſo ſtiled * 4 Jordans the 


8 Spirit of Might or Power. * 


T #15 glorious Spirit refts u ou 
© reſides with you, Wells in you, pon you, 
vou, and is pleas'd with you; and is not 
< this a mighty Happineſs ? + 
" OB$EtRvs here, 1. the Holy Spirit is 
the Spirit of Glory, he is a glorious Spirit, 
glorious in himſelf, glorious in Holineſs, and 
is the Author of Glory tous, he prepares 
us for Glory; and is in Believers, The Earneſt 
of their Inheritance; in whom alſo after that ye 
Beliewd, ye were Sl d with that Holy Spirit of 
Promiſe, which is the Earneſt of our Inheritance, 


until the Redemption of the 8 Poſſeſſion, . 


unto the Praiſe of his Glory 
2. Tunis Spirit of H Glory is the Spirit of 


God, ſometimes calꝰd the Spirit of God, 


ſometimes the Spirit of his Son the great 
Gift of the Father, and the Purchaſe o 

Son, What Man knowerh the Things of a Man, 
rit of a Man, which is in 5 him Even 
s of God knoweth no Mam but the 


— 


— a 


Whi by in Loc. + 2 Cor. iii» 18. 
4 - Tie. i. „ + Mr. Henry ia Loc. 
* Epheſ, i. 13, 14 ÞF 3 Cor, ii. te 
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bath ſent fe e $69] inte you? 
ent forth : rit of bi into 
tarts, crying abba Father. ; 

3. THr1s Spirit of Glory reſts upon 


them that are Keproach'd for the Name of 


Chriſt : And that is more than ſufficient to 
counter-ballance all the Reproaches that are 
caſt on you by them that walk in Laſciviouſneſs, 


Luſts, exceſs of Wine, Revellings, and Banquet- 


ings ; wherein they think it ſtrange, that you run 


not with them to the ſame Exceſs of Riot, ſpeaking 


Evil of you. * He reſts upon you, and dwels 
in you, to encourage and aſſiſt you, to ſup- 


port and bear you up under all the vile Re- 
proaches of Sinners, that are Enemies to the 


Croſs of Chriſt, whoſe God is their Belly, and 
whoſe Glory is in their Shame, who mind earthly 
Things. 7 

| — T n = Reproaches caſt on any for the 
Name of Chriſt, are and will be judg'd, as 
caſt on the Spirit of God, On their Part he is 
Evil ſpoken of. This He muſt refer either to 
Chriſt, or the Spirit of God and of Glory; 
take it in either Sence, it comes to the ſame 


Thing. Whom Saul was Perſecuting the Dif, 
ciples of jeſus, he is charg'd by the Voice 
from Heaven with Perſecuting Jeſus himfelf, 


Saul, Saul, Why Perſecuteſt thou me? And 


apain, I am Jeſus, whom thou Perſecuteſt. + The 


blefſed Jeſus was now aſcended mto the 

higheſt Heavens, and was out of the Reach 

of SauPs perſecuting Rage; but whilſt he 

breathed out Threat'nings, and Slaughters, 

againſt the Diſciples of Jeſus, he reckons 
himſelf Perſecuted in them. 


Nn 


+ Gal, fy, 6. * 1 Per, iv. 3, 4. f Ad. l. 4, f. 
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Laws, an 


Ans as on the one Hand, this may ad- 
miniſter ſome Comfort to you whenever you 
are Reproach'd for the Name of Chriſt, 
that their Reproaches don't ſtop at you, but 
riſe much higher, that they ſtrike at Chrift 
through you, and this ſhould inftead of ex- 
citing any unbecoming Faſſions in you, rather 
engage you to pity and pray for them ſo on 
the other Hand, it ſhould methinks, fill the 
Minds of ſuch Revilers, and Reproachers, 
with Terror : How will they be able to an- 
{wer it at the great Day? when Chriſt ſhall 
fay to them, Sinners, why did you Reproach 
me, or my Spirit ? Will they reply ? Lord, 
we did not Reproach thee, but did you not 
(will he reply) Reproach my Servants, be- 
cauſe they vindicated the Honour of my 

{Government : mas much as you 
reproached them, I take it as done to my 
ſelf, you reproached me; and what Occaſion 
did I, or they, give you to reproach us? 
when we were engag'd in a moſt kind Deſi 
to prevent your eternal Ruin and Deſtructi- 

5. Tux bleſſed Jeſus and the Spirit of 
Glory and of God, are gloryfied when we are 
reproached for the Name of Chrift. 
your Patience under Reproaches God is glo- 
Tify'd': Let us then Glory in Reproaches 
for Chrift's Sake, and rejoyce if, at any Time, 
we are counted Worthy to ſuffer Shame for his 
Name. | ; —Y | 
IV. A nECEsSSARY Caution is here 
fubjoyned. But let none of you ſuffer as a Mur- 
derer, or as a Thief, or as an Evil-Doer, or as 4 
Buſy- Body in other Men's Matters, © One 
* would think fuch a Caution as this needleſs, 
rr 4. „CT te to 
ä 2 


1 150 
ec to ſuch an excellent * Set of Chriſtians as 
- © theſe were, but their Enemies did char 
« them with "theſe, and other foul Crimes. 
« Whoſoever reads Joſephus, will find there 
tt was the greateſt Reaſon to give theſe Cau- 
& tions to the Fewiſh Nation, which then pro- 
<« digiouſly abounded with Thieves, were | 
ce continually employed in murdering, not : 
ce only Heathens, but their own Country- 
de Men; were ume, or as ſome Copies 
< read xgxZeyy;, Evil-Doers, to ſuch an 
«© High Degree, that he ſays, They practiſed 
ce 211} Manner of Injuſtice and Wickedneſs 
© that was never thought of, or committed, 
< and dxoreo-6noxonu, Men who would 
have the Government of other Men's Con- 
© ſciences, and Over-Rule their Actions, 
© eſpecially the Zealots. F 
Bu r can it be ſaid of theſe Societies? 
Tho they have been often Miſrepreſented, 
and Reproached, by the Sons of Wickedneſs, 
can it be ſaid of them? That any of them ſuf- 
fer Reproaches as Murderers, or Thieves, 
or Evil-Doers, when it is the Vertuous De- 
a of theſe Societies, to prevent thoſe Evils 
ich diſturb the Publick Peace, and which 
bring a Reproach upon a Nation, for as Rig 7 
4 exalts a Nation, ſo Sin is the R 
> * and ef Ly a — ng mY 
e, 7 win prove thei rRuin, without time- 
Iy Repentance and Reformation. | 
Sou will ſay it may be, and we know 
it hath been nn If you are not Mur- 


Ws 
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* Mr. Henry tn Loc: | + Whitby is Loc. 
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derers, Thieves, and Evil-Doers, yet you 
are Buſy-Bodies, for you are Buſy-Peopl 

medling with other Men's Affairs. To which 
it is anſwered, Who are they that accuſe 
you in this Manner but the Crafty and Wick- 
ed, or the Weak and Ignorant ? Are not the 
Crimes of which you convict notorious Sin- 
ners, (and on which you found your Proſecu- 


tions) condemned by the Laws, both of God 


and Man? As Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, 
and Unnatural Wickedneſs, of which ſome 
have been very lately convicted; Gaming, 
Revellings, &c. Pt 

Was Cain right in his Notions, when he 
reply'd, Am I my Brother's Keeper ? * Is that 
recorded for our Imitation, or for our Warn- 
ing? Did God defign to make Men Buſy- 
Bodies, when he gave that Law ? + Thos 
ſhalt not Hate thy Brother in thy Heart; thoy 
ſhalt in any wiſe Rebuke thy Neighbokr, and not 
ſuffer Sin pan him. Where we may obſerve, 
If we dont Rebuke our Brother, we ſuffer 
Sin upon him, and are charged with hating 
him in eur Heart; and how can we Rebuke 
him, without buſying our ſelyes in other 
Men's Affairs? Can it be a Fault to yield 
Obedience to the Divine Law, which is not 
abrogated, that I know of, by the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, under the New Teſtament Diſpenſa- 
tion? Were Chriſt and his Apoſtles Buf; 
Bodies, becauſe they- were engaged in t 
moſt Kind, as well as Difficult Work of Re- 
forming the World? Is it acting the Part of 
a Buſy-Body, to endeavour the Converſion of one 


—_— 5 * 4 2 7 4 * 1 . R 
Ry | 1 ö 
Gen. 4.9. F Ley. xx. 17. 
| 5 that 


17 
that erreth from the Truth, and to 4 Fire- 
Brands 7 the Burning ? When'St James 
_ aſſures us, That is the Way to ſave a Soul from 
Death, and to cover a-Multitude of Sins. + Are 
we not forbid, having Fellowſhip with the unfruit- 
ful Works 'of Darkneſs ? but commanded rather 


to Y them. * And is it not the common 
Duty of all Chriftians, To WAAN TAI 
UnKkuULY, as well as to Comfort the 
Feeble-Minded ? S and to exhort one another 
Daily, whil#t it is called to Day? ¶ and to con- 
ſider one another, and to provoke one another to 
Love and Good Works ? * Charity, the Glory of 

our Religion, ſeeketh not her own, i. e. not 
only her own Benefit, but that of others too, 
and accordingly St. Paul directs us, Loob not 
Man on his own Things, but Man al ſo 
ah be Things of others, Would i not * 
eat Reflection on our Nation, That we 
the beſt Laws, but the worſt executed? 
If the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and Immo- 
rality of all Kinds be good, then it is neceſ- 
ſary that they ſhould be executed; and how 
can Magiftrates come to the Knowledge of 
notorious Offenders, if ſome will not gene- 
rouſly inſpect the Manners and Behaviour of 
thoſe about them ? | 

I cannot borrow better Words than thoſe 
of an & Excellent Perſon, in a Sermon preach- 
ed in another Place before you, a few Years 


— —_ 


* Eph. v. 11. 
J Heb. iii. 237 
t Phil. ii. 8. 
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fince. © However little hath been the Bene- 
< fit, and vain hath been the Attempts of 
cc good Men, from theſe Endeavours of the 
* Publick, while a Zea! hath been wanting 
in private Perſons to proſecute Offenders 
* whale an imprudent Tenderneſs, and falſe 
Modeſty kept Men from informing, and 
* giving Evidence, the Power of the Magi- 
* ftrate was uſeleſs, as a Sword in the Hands 
* of a Statue, and as little terrifying, What 
E praiſes therefore and Encomiums may we 
* not juſtly offer to thoſe Faithful Servants, 
< and Valiant Soldiers of God, who have 
< lifted themſelves under the Banners of 
* Chriſt for this particular Service, and 
* have determined at all Hazards, by Ho- 
* nour and Diſhonour, through Evil-Re- 
port and Good-Report, to engage the Pow- 
* ers of Darkneſs, and harraſs the Tents of 
* Ungodlineſs, and with an undaunted Va- 
* lour, and indefatigable Induftry to carry 
von the Attack againſt Vice and Irreligion, 
' ©though covered with the fiery Darts of 


* the Wicked, and the Hatred and Oppoſi- 


< tion of a corrupt World? To be thus aid- 
c ing and aſſiſting to the Powers ordained of 
God, for the Puniſhment of Evil-Doers, 
te is a very laudable Employment, and the 
* trueſt Way of promoting the Intereſt of 
Religion, and the Happineſs of Civil Soci- 
be ety. 8 
7 1 T permit me in the Cloſe of this Head 
to obſerve to you; it is not amiſs nor impro- 
per to.caution, even good Men againſt "_ 
bad Crimes. Our Lord caution'd his Diſe 
+ Ciples againſt. being '-overcharged with Sur- 
 feiting and Drunkenneſs, and ti Cares of this 


Life. 


e 
Life. + And St. Paul adviſeth that excellent 
Miniſter of the Goſpel Timothy, To flee youthful 

Lufts, S and to rebuke the younger Women as 
Siſters, with all 228 * 

1 w 1L I not enlarge on this Caution, be- 
ing per ſwaded that you, who are ſo zealous 
for re forming others, are throughly ſenſible 
of the Neceſſity of per ſonal and family Re- 
formation in your Selves and Families, then 
there fore that teacheſt another, teac heſt thou not 
thy ir ? EF and that you will not think it 
enough to ceaſe to do Evil, but that you will 
continue in Well-doing, and follow Righteouſneſs, 
Faith, Charity, Peace, with them that call upon, 


the Lord out of à pure Heart ; and that you do, 


and will Endeavour more and more to ſhine as 
Lights in the World, having your Converſation 
Honeſt among your Neighbours, and Acquaint- 
ance, that if any ſpeak againſt you as Evil- Doers, 
they may by your good VV orks which they ſhall be- 
hold, glorify God in the Day of Viſitation, * 

V. Wx have Direction given to them that 
ſuffer as Chriſtians. Tet if any Man ſuffer as 4 
Chriftian, let him not be aſhamed, but let him glo- 
rify God on that Behalf. To ſuffer as a Chri- 
- Man is, 1ft, to ſuffer for Chriſtianity, for 


profeſſing and acting like a Chriſtian ; ſince 
it is not the Suffering, but the Cauſe that 


makes the Martyr, or the Confeſſor. 
Ir is not ſuffering Reproach, or 


Thing elſe, for doubtful and diſputable Opini- 


ons, I am here conſidering ; but I call thatChri- 


BW 
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- Hianity which is pure and wndefiled Religion be 
fore 025 and the Faber, It is ſtanding up for 
the Cauſe of God and Chriſt, of Religion and 
Vertue, which is a Cauſe all good Men are 
engaged in, againſt the Cauſe of Sin and Sa- 
tan, of Vice and Prophaneneſs: It is not the 
Cauſe of this, or the other contending Party 
of Chriſtians, this is too narrow a View to 
have any Place here. You are engaged in a 
truly Chriſtian Cauſe, the Cauſe of Chriſt, 
in oppoſition to the Cauſe of Satan. As the 
Son of God was manifeſted, to deſtroy the VVorks 
of the Devil. + So you are Fellow Labourers 
under him, endeavouring to pull down the ſtrong 
2. T o ſuffer as a Chriſtian, is to ſuffer 
with a truly Chriſtian Spirit, to bear Re- 
proaches patiently. This is thank worthy, if 4 
Man for Conſcience toward God endure Grief, ſuf- 
fering wrongfully. But if when you do well and 
ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable 
er * ; for even hereunto are ye called, becauſe 
iſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an Example, 
that ye 4 follom his Steps, 5 when — 
reviled, reviled not again; when he ſuffered, he 
threatened not. & Chriſt hath commanded us to 
love our Enemies, to bleſs them that curſe us. 
And when he was on the Croſs, he prayed 
for his Murderers. * Father forgive them, 
for they know not what they do. OG 
Wu we ſuffer Keproach, or any other 
Kind of ill Treatment on Chriſt's Agcount, 


as Stephen endured Stoning, praying for our 
N 123 5 
« | OR — 

1 Joh. i. 3. 8. 5 I Per. i. 19. 24. 4 
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® 45 2 Nr 4 Enemi es 
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Imemies,, as he did; f when being reviled wd 
bleſs, being. perſecuted we ſuffer it, being defamed 
we entreat, then we ſuffer as Chriſtians, - 
Wx are to pity and pray for thoſe that 
Reproach us, and tho? we are to hate the Gar- 
ment ſport ed with the Fleſh, yet we are to have 
Compaſſion on the Sinner; in Megkneſs inſtructing 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves ; if God peradventure 
give them Repentance, to the acknowledging of. 
the Truth; and that they may recover themſelves 
out of the Snare of the Devil, who are taken Cap- 


* 


tive by him at his Vill. TJ. 
ux any one thus ſuffers as a Chriſtian, 
ſet him not be aſhamed; neither of the Cauſe 
or which he ſuffers, nor of the Reproaches, 
Eaſt on him, whatſoever they be. For the 
which Cauſe I alſo ſuffer theſe Things,; neverthe- 
leſs I am not aſhamed, for I know whom I have, 
believed, and I am yerſwaded that he is able to keep 
that which I haue committed unto him againſt that 
Day. +. St. Paul was not aſhamed of the 
ext Chriſt, tho? he ſuffered much fot 
it; nor was he aſhamed of his Chains, Bonds, 
and Impriſonment, for he glaryed in them, 
often calling himſelf the Priſoner. of Chriſt ; 
and he charged Timothy in this Manner, be 
not thou therefore aſhamed of the Teſtimony of our 
rd, nor of me his Priſoner * ; nor let him 
be aſhamed of his Hopes, and Expectations 
of à glorious Reward , Faithful is he who hath 
FRAN: [5 5 So 7 " 
. BUT let him glorify God on this Behalf, 1. e: 
& Let him give Glory to God, who enables 


a him thus patiently, to ſuffer for his Sake; 
or let him be careful, ſo to behave bimſelf 
Phone? - ta . 4 a — — 
-———+ Ads vn. %. 1 Cor e 13 
: T2 Tim. ii. 25. 26. f 2 Time 1.43, 
rr a, a0 
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« under his Sufferings, that he may Glorify 
% God, in the Day of Viſitation. + 
THE Apoitles departed from the Jewiſn 
Council, rejoyeing that they were counted worthy 
ro ſuffer Shame for bis Name. 1 
© SUFFER 1 NG Chriſtians in the 1ſt A 


gesdid 
not only” rejoyce in Hope of the'Glory of God, that 
you will tay was a ſolid Foundation of Re- 
joyeing. But the Apoſtle adds, And not only 
fo, but we glory in Tribulations alſo, knowing that 
Tribulation worketh Patience; and Patience, Ex- 

perience; and Experience, Hope : And Hope ma- 
keth not aſhamed, becauſe the Love of God is ſhed 
Abroad in our Hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt, which 

given unto us. ore I take Pleaſure, 
(fays that Great and Good Apoftle,) in Iuſir- 
mities, in Reproaches, in Neceſſities, in Perſecu- 


tions, in Diſireſſes, for Chrift”s Sake. q 


„ 16995 The" ee 
© 1. Dor n the Apoſtle here ſuppoſe that 
Chriftians would be Reproached for the 
Name of Chriſt ? Then let them forbear Re- 
proaching one another. Let us leave that 
to the Enemies of Chriſt, and his Diſciples : 
For Chriftians to vilify, and give hard Names 
one to another,” is to reſemble the wicked 
One, and not their Great Lord and Maſter, 
who was week and lowly in Heart. Hereby we 
ſhould greatly diſ-ſerve the Cauſe of Religi- 
on and Vertue, and put new Life into the 


Enemies of God and Chrift, and all that is 


Good. We ſhould remember the Canaanite 
fill dwels in the Land. When Michael the Arche = 
Angel contended with the Devil, diſpuring about 


— 2 — 
11 10 Loc. P 7 AN v. 41. 

| * Rom. V. 2, 3, 4, 5. 13 Cor. Li. 20. 

1b 75 the 


— — — WW 


- 
* 
* 
* 


L230 
the Body of N runter 
em Avvuſation. 

IF. bee ber Emin nd ovfe in; your 
Hate, Glory not, and Lye not againſt the Truth ; 
This .Wi/dom deſcendeth- not — alove, but it 
eee and 
. bere is Confuſion, and every evil Work. 
How often is the contrary Toms cod Pra- 
Qtice recommended to us in the New Teſta- 
ment? Tbe Miſddom that 53 from above, is fr 
Pure, then Peactable; Gemle, and aaſy to be en - 
treated, full of Mercy aud good Fruits, without 
Partiality, and without Hypocrity. And the Fruit 
Tee, is ſown in — — 


Peace, . Let al Bitterneſs and Wrath, and 


rol ea, be put ay from yau, with all Aa- 
: ye kind one to another, tender- heart. 
1 * — = another, even as God, for Chriſf®s 
Sake, hath forgiven yon. | Put on therefore, — as 
the Elec of God, baly. and beloved) bowels of A 
cies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekmeſs, 
Long-ſuffering, 1 one z and For- 
gium ene anot hor; F am Man have a Quarrel 

againſt any, even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do 

Je ; and above all Things put on Charity, which is 
the Bond of Perfefineſs;, and let the Peace of God 
rule in your Hearts, to the which alſo ye are called 
in one Body. * Finally, Be ye dof « ons Mind, 
having Compaſſion one of another : Love as Brethren, 
he Pitiful, be Courteous, not rend ring Railing for 
Railing,” but contrary-wiſe, Bleſſing : For he that 
will Love Life, and ſee good „let him re- 
How's bis Tongue from Euil, and his Lips, that 
a ſpeak no Gale ; Let him eſchew Evil, and 

—.— 45 let him ſeek Peace and 32 it. + 


8 2. Jude, i Jam. i iii. 14. 1 4b. End 
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Righteous; and his Ears are open 


3 
1524.0 
. NerwWirusT AND all the Re- 
proaches you have ſuffered in the glorious 


Cauſe of Reformation, be not aſhamed, hor 


diſcouraged The 


Bye of the Lord are upon the 


to their Pi 


Bur the Pare of the Lord i, N 75 
Evil, and mbo in he that will Jeb, of ole 
Followers e which is Good? But if uffer 
RI hreon ſu H. a ard br not afraid 
aa, Terrour, Key tes Pat No ease 
Tur Succeſs Cod hat given you already, 
ſhould out-weigh all the undeſerved Re- 
proaches you have mer with from the Pa- 
trons and Advocates of Vice. Tho' you have 


not been ableto drive Wickedneſs out of the 


Land, yet you have in ſome Meaſure driven 
it into Corners. It is with Pleaſure 1 read, 
That, “ As many have been recovered 
oy from Courſes of Wiekedneſs, by the So- 
Fc cieties Endeavours; ſo fome have joined 
vit them, like the- Apoſtle Paul, in fup- 
40 porting a Deſign, which once they d 
*ed;z they owe their Recovery to the Re. 
40 forming Societies, and pay their Acknow- 
a ledgments in chearfyl Services, Jer 
ge the Recovery of others. 

: Theſe you have ſaved, with Fray pulling thent out 
of the Fire. A. In your laſt; which is the One 
and Thirtieth Account of your Proceedings, 
you aſſure us, That the Societies have pro! 
* ſecuted, and been Aſſiſting in proſecuting 
«from the Iſt of December, 1724, to the iſt 
te of December, 1925, divers Sorts of Offenders, 
ce v;z.tor tewd and diſorderly Practices, keep. 
ct ing of bawdy and diforderly Houſes ; exer- 
* ciſing their Trades, and ordinary Calligs 


oF, abs 
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* on the Lord's Days; prophane Swearkig 
te and Curſing ; ; Drunkenneſs ; common G 
ce ming; and for keeping common Gaming 
<« Houſes; in all 2506. The Total Number 
8 f Petfony proſecuted by the Societies, in, 
& or near London, only for Debauchery and 
” Prophaneneſs for 34 Vears paſt, are calcu- 
lated at 91, 8 9. It is to be hop'd, among ſo 
many convicted by you, ſome have been re- 
claimed from their Evit Ways. 
"Consrpe x farther, hows what Quarter 
theſe Reproaches come, even from thoſe who 
hate to be reformed, who walk in SNP, 
Luſts, "Exceſs of Wine, Revellin ings, and Banqu 
e Who would Reproach Chriſt himfelf, 
was here again on Earth. 
| "Av p it is no worſe Uſage — 
with, while in our World; and in this Man- 
ner did they Reproach, and Revile the Pro- 
PROS and Apoſtles,” who were before you. 
By an Eye of Faith look to the glorious 
Rewards, that will be beſtowed upon you 
hereafter; you are endeavouring to turn many 
unto ene, you ſhall ſhine as Stars for ever 
ever z * and in the mean Time the Spirit 


of God 2 of Glory reſteth upon you. Learn with 
Moſes to'efteem the Repoeh of 770 cbeiſt greater 
Riches than the Treaſures of yea, than 


the Treaſures of the KA Wen: and with 
him have reſpett ro the Recompence of the 2 
Wherefore ſeeing we alſo are compaſſed about with 
Jo great 4 Cloud of VViineſſes ; N were all 
Reformers in their ſeveral Ages) let us lay 
aſide every Weight, and the Sin that doth ſo eaſily 
beſet us, and let us run with Patience the Race * 
15 '/ et 2 us, e unto Jeſus, the Author and 


Dan, xi $+ | } Hob, zi. 26, 


Finiſh 


of God: For — 0-4 I fay again, conſiger 
bim, . — of Sinners 
aini# himſelf, leaſt ye be weary and faint in your 
Winds 5 Je heave 2 enn 
wing Kauft Su. 
3. Lr thoſe that are able be evailed 
pon to contribute freely, and offer them» 
ſelves willingly, to carry on ſo uſeful a De- 
ſign, which is attended' with Difficulties and 
Diſcouragements, tho? it is ſupported. by 
good Laws, and countenanced by vertuous 
Magiſtrates. If you would have the Spirit 
of Glory, and of God reſt on you at preſent, 
be not backward to engage in this tc on 
the Account of the Reproaches you ma 
dure, ſince they are Reproaches for 5 
The Proſecutions of Offenders are often-at- 


tended with very great Ex which 
ſhould be confidered by tho, whom Gol 
hath bledtel with eaſy ad p lentiful Circume+ 
ſtances. Be not unwilling to help forward 
fo good a Work, wherein — of God, 
the Intereft of the Redeemer; the Welfare 
of the Nation, your on Peace and Happi- 
neſs, and the Good, of your dear; — 
are ſo much concerned. 

EN dae nike a Bled, if 
the pink of the of the Lord did wot (by theſe Methods) 
| —— , and att ether Jike unto Gomotrah 

in Wickedoeſs, by This Time ? And what 
wou'd be the Conſeq uence thereof ? Should 
not c we be like to them i in | Cheer — 


7% 

e CAN you think it reaſonable, that ſo 
& great a Burthen ſhould always lie on the 
<* generous few, who Firſt lifted themſelves 
et in this difficult Service? Would you have 
<« them deſpair, and fink under Diſcourage- 
© ment at laſt, and leave raging Wickedneſs 
ce to ſhow its Head every where, and ſtalk 
and brave it about uncontroul'd? Have 
© you no Concern to preſerve the few Lea- 
“ yings of Vertue and Piety among us? Or 
et ill you grudge the neceſſary Expence of 
<« it ? And that 1 muſt fay, (as the ſame Ex- 
„ cellent Writer adds) to all Men of Sub- 
« ſtance, That however you got what you 


_ © have, I am ſure you could not keep it long, 


© or enjoy it with Comfort, if it were not for 
< Reſtraints upon the Sons of Riot and Vio- 
« lence. | | 
LasTLY, Let us all Accompany theſe 
generous and — Endeavours with our ear- 
neſt and con Prayers to God, ſince a vis 
cious and debauched Age, cannot be reform- 
ed by Might, or Power, without the Spirit of the Lord. 
| e [DES the De dank wine ten 
been often expoſed from the Pulpit and the 
Preſs, I beg leave to mention Two Things to 
you; one of which hath been frequently hint. 
ed to you, and may deſerve your farther ſe- 
rious Conſideration, The one is the great 
Increaſe of. Publick Houſes, where Brandies 
and diſtilled Liquors are Sold; theſe are be- 
come publick Nuſances in all Parts of the 
Town ; here poor Creatures for a very little 
Money, not only intoxicate themſelves, but 
— fallen . onthe Spot. More 
ve of the Common People Die of Conſumpti- 
*« ons, Fevers, Dropſies, Palſies, Apoplexies, 
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n contratted by the immoderate Uſe of theſe Li- 
<« quors, than of all other Diſtempers belides, 
«2rifing from other Cauſes; and when their Blood 
<« iS inflamed, and their Paſſions heightened, they 
cc are prepared for any Kind of Wickedneſs. F 
4 H K * is the 9 Wicked- 
n which onght not to be. ment amongſt 
Chriſtians, without the greateſt Abhorrence; 
much leſs practiſed. Oh ! That ever ſuch hor- 
rid Lewdnels ſhonld be committed in our Hrael; 
Aay ſome of them be reduced, and become In- 
truments of Reclaiming others, with whom you 
will be ready to exert your ſelves with a Chri- 
ſtian, and Prudent Zeal, againſt theſe Sinners of 
Sodom among us; yet I add again, as a neceſſary 
Caution, Take heed of doing Evil that Good may 
come of it. by T39 TIT T4 . N | 
MA we not fear that Sodom's Sins unrepent- 
ed of, will bring down Sodom's Vengeance. Even 
as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the Cities about 
them, in like Manner, giving themſelves over to 
Fornication, and going after ſtrange Fleſh, are ſet 
forth for an Example, ſuffering the Vengeance of 
eternal Fire. * 10 FF ien 3 
GO on, worth» Sir, and proſper in your 
noble Attempts, to beat down the Kingdom of 
in and Satan; and the Lord be with you. You 
ave the Laws of God, and of the Land on your 
Side; the Prayers, (1 wiſh I could add, and the 
Endeavours) of all good Men. Be not then weary 
in Well-doing, you fhall reap in due Seaſon, if you 
faint not. F Therefore, my beloved Brethren, be ye 
ftedfaſt, unmoveable, always. abounding in the Work 
2 Lord, for as much as ye know that your La- 
our 48 not in vain in the Lord. Ribas 
NOW unto him that is able to do! exceeding 
abundantly, above all that we ask or think, acgord- 
ing to the Power that worketh in us, unto him be 
Glory in the Church, by Chriſt Jeſus, throughout all 
Aees, World without End. Amen T 
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